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Introduction  
 

Welcome to the Cultural Initiatives Support Programme (CISP) Grants for organisations 

and individuals.  

 

Please take time to read these guidance notes carefully. They give you information on 

how to apply for a grant, and answer some questions.  

 

How to apply 

• You need to fill an application form .This gives us information about you, what 

you are applying for and your budget. 

• Depending on the type of activity you want us to support, you may also need to 

include extra information. 

• Send your complete application to the Programme Management Unit, Cultural 

Initiatives Support Programme (PMU) at the W.E.B Dubois Centre, Cantonments, 

Accra (PMB, 291)  

 

Eligibility  
Who can apply?  

• The Grants are for arts and cultural organisations, individuals and other people. 

They are time-limited activities that benefit people in Ghana or that help artists 

and arts organisations in Ghana to carry out their work. Your activity must take 

place mainly in Ghana.  

 

Grants to organisations 
Grants are for arts organisations are available to: 

• Arts and cultural organisations including traditional and cultural groups (Asafo 

Companies, masqueraders, brass band etc.). 

• Local authorities and other public organisations;  

• Partnerships and collectives;  

• Regional and national organisations;  

• Voluntary and community groups and groups of organisation(one of the 

organisations involved will need to take the lead and have the main responsibility 

for managing the application and any grant)  

 

By ‘organisation’ we mean a single group of people working towards a shared or 

common goal. This can take many forms (for example a limited company, a charity or an 

unincorporated group) If you are applying as an organisation, you should be registered 

with the Registrar Generals Department, Traditional Authorities or the regional Centre 

For National culture. These authorities should assist you to open a bank account with two 

people who can sign in the organisation’s name.  
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Grants to individual  
 

Who can apply? 

• Individuals whose main line is in the Art and Culture industries. 

• Must be members of an arts organisation, traditional cultural 

organisations/Registered with the Centre for National Culture at regional or 

district level/Registered as a sole proprietor with the Registrar General’s 

Department 

• Students* (Not for dissertation or research but exceptional creative work.)  The 

application should be endorsed by the Head of the Institution. 

 

What you can apply for  
 

The type of activities eligible for grants: 

These grants are meant to encourage people in arts and culture. You can apply for grants 

for activities related to arts and culture in the following areas: 

• Productions and exhibitions 

• Research and developments 

• “Audience development” (Activities aimed specifically at meeting the needs of 

audiences and helping arts organisations to develop long-term relationships with 

audiences. For example, activities which increase the number of people attending 

and taking part in the arts.)  

• Public and modern arts. 

• *Important one-off, national art and cultural events such as conferences, festivals 

which take place in Ghana and benefit artists and cultural practitioners and the 

people who take part from across Ghana and beyond. 

• Professional development and skills training. 

• Documentation and preservation of arts and cultural heritage 

• Publication of literary works (novels, poetry recitals, drama scripts) 

• And others. 

 

 

 

What you cannot apply for 
 

You cannot apply for funds for the following: 

• capital items such as land, buildings and vehicles; 

• Insurance and maintenance costs except relating to equipment bought with this 

grant; 

• Activities that are not related to arts and culture; 

•  Self-promotional activities which do not provide public benefit, either 

immediately or in the long term or where the applicant does not have an artistic 

track record;  
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The number of applications you can make 

• Only one application from an individual or organisation under this call for 

proposal.  

 

Filling in your Application Form 
This application form enables you to provide the information we need in order to 

consider your application.  Your application should also include the following: 

 

• You and your work  

 

For the activity you must describe:  

• What you want to do;  

• The idea behind the activity and how you plan to do the activity;  

• What you want to achieve through the activity, and how it fits in with your 

current work and its future development.  

• Why the activity is important to you or your organisation and the country and  

• How the activity is likely to affect the people who experience it, or how it will 

affect the arts and culture more widely. 

 

Where relevant, please also describe:  

• The names, skills and experience of artists and the other main people involved. 

• What you will do to achieve high- quality work through this activity –or how the 

activity will help to develop the quality of your work in the future; and  

• How you will involve other artists or skills.  

 

Implementation  
For the activity, you must describe:  

• Any plans you have already made; 

• How you will manage and carry out the activity to achieve its aims;  

• Your past experience.  

 

Your budget  
The budget section of the application form gives us most information we need to carryout 

our financial assessment.  

For the activity you must describe:  

• How the budget is suited to the activity you are planning, including details of how 

you have worked out any fee or wages; 

• Details of major spending: 

o Material 

o Transportation etc. 

 

• What financial control you have in place to ensure that you spend the money on 

the project.  

• The budget  you would present would determine what you would be given 50% or 

above 
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Benefit to you and the public  
For the activity you must describe:  

• The benefit the activity will bring to you or your organisation; and  

• How the public will benefit from the activity, or your work in general, either 

immediately or in the long term.  

 

Meeting the aims of the Cultural Initiatives support Programme 
The aims of the grant under the CISP are to:  

• Help more people to take part in the arts and culture;  

• Provide creative opportunities for civil society;  

• Help the development of artists and arts and culture organisations to the 

contribution of culture to the national economy; 

• Involve the culture and artists in creating vibrant communities;  

• Create opportunities to promote and celebrate diversity; 

• Improve the performance and productivity of the arts and cultural organisations in 

the country. By ‘diversity’ we mean that we will respond to issues around gender, 

ethnicity, faith, disability, and economic disadvantage-any social or institutional 

barriers that prevent people from actively participating in the arts. 
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Evaluation 
Selection criteria  

The information provided in the application form should demonstrate a sound 

understanding of the subject and the way in which the action will further the aims and 

objectives described. The grant will be awarded with a view to the successful completion 

of the project deemed the most suitable. To this end, applications will be selected on the 

basis of:  

• The clarity of the description of the proposed activity, its relevance and coherence 

with the objectives set;  

• The feasibility of the project with regards to the details provided about the 

proposing individual or organisation, the time schedule and budget in relation to 

the activity planned.  

 

CISP has included regional information sessions on the Call procedures.  

 


